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PURPOSE: To ensure proactive enforcement and fair treatment of citizens. 

POLICY: Members of the Division of Police shall be vigilant and take appropriate 

enforcement action.  Stopping a citizen constitutes a seizure. Members shall 

not stop a person only due to the person’s race, ethnicity, religion, 

gender, or sexual orientation.  Members shall treat all persons with proper 

courtesy and dignity, and shall speak and act professionally.  Officers shall 

not stop a person without the ability to articulate suspicion for the stop.  

PROCEDURES:    

I. When conducting a stop, officers shall consider the following suspect factors:

A. Appearance

B. Actions

C. Demeanor

D. Officer’s prior knowledge

E. Area

F. Time of day

G. Prior police training and experience

H. Police purpose

I. Source of information

II. Officers shall inform the person of the reason for the stop.
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III. Officers shall not continue to hold a person once they are cited or warned, unless 

there is reasonable suspicion of further criminal activity. 

 

IV. Officers of the Division shall enforce laws, and detain suspects whenever there is 

reasonable suspicion that they have committed, are committing, or are about to 

commit an infraction. 

 

V. Officers shall notify the Communication Control Section (CCS) before every stop.  

At the conclusion of the stop, the officer shall document the stop and the action 

taken and report this action to CCS. 

 

VI. Traffic Stop Objectives: 

 

A. Interrupt an ongoing violation of the law. 

 

B. Prevent traffic crashes and hazardous conditions. 

 

C. Have a symbolic effort on other traffic; a police car with a violator pulled 

over demonstrates to the public that the police are visibly on patrol. 

 

D. Detect evidence of a more serious violation. 

 

E. Have a positive effect on the motorist’s future driving behavior by acting in a 

professional manner. 
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